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fisheries have no significant adverse impacts on 
threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems 
and the impacts of fisheries on stocks, species and 
ecosystems are within safe ecological limits.

Strategic Objective 7
By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture 
and forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring 
conservation of biodiversity.

Strategic Objective 8
By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients, 
has been brought to levels that are not detrimental 
to ecosystem function and biodiversity.

Strategic Objective 9
By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are 
identified and prioritized, priority species are 
controlled or eradicated, and measures are in place 
to manage pathways to prevent their introduction 
and establishment to prevent the introduction of 
invasive species.

Strategic Objective 10
By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures 
on coral reefs, and other vulnerable ecosystems 
impacted by climate change or ocean acidification 
are minimized, so as to maintain their integrity and 
functioning.

Strategic Objective C:
To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding 
ecosystems, species and genetic diversity

Strategic Objective 11
By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and 
inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine 
areas, especially areas of particular importance for 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved 
through effectively and equitably managed, 

ecologically representative and well connected 
systems of protected areas and other effective area-
based conservation measures, and integrated into 
the wider landscapes and seascapes.

Strategic Objective 12
By 2020 the extinction of known threatened species 
has been prevented and their conservation status, 
particularly of those most in decline, has been 
improved and sustained.

Strategic Objective 13
By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants 
and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild 
relatives, including other socio-economically as well 
as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and 
strategies have been developed and implemented 
for minimising genetic erosion and safeguarding 
their genetic diversity. 

Strategic Objective D:
Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and 
ecosystem services

Strategic Objective 14
By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, 
including services related to water, and contribute 
to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored 
and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of 
women, indigenous and local communities, and the 
poor and vulnerable.

Strategic Objective 15
By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution 
of biodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhanced, 
through conservation and restoration, including 
restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded 
ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation and to combating 
desertification.



Seminář botaniků v Jeseníkách,  
foto: D. Hlinková, AOPK ČR
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Strategic Objective 16
By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic 
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits Arising from their Utilization is in force and 
operational, consistent with national legislation.

Strategic Objective E:
Enhance implementation through participatory 
planning, knowledge management and capacity 
building

Strategic Objective 17
By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted 
as a policy instrument, and has commenced 
implementing an effective, participatory and 
updated national biodiversity strategy and action 
plan.

Strategic Objective 18
By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations 
and practices of indigenous and local communities 
relevant for the conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity, and their customary use of 
biological resources, are respected, subject to 
national legislation and relevant international 
obligations, and fully integrated and reflected in 
the implementation of the Convention with the full 
and effective participation of indigenous and local 
communities, at all relevant levels.

Strategic Objective 19
By 2020, knowledge, the science base and 
technologies relating to biodiversity, its 
values, functioning, status and trends, and the 
consequences of its loss, are improved, widely 
shared and transferred, and applied. 

Strategic Objective 20
By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of financial 
resources for effectively implementing the Strategic 
Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all sources, and 
in accordance with the consolidated and agreed 
process in the Strategy for Resource Mobilization, 
should increase substantially from the current levels.  
This target will be subject to changes contingent to 
resource needs assessments to be developed and 
reported by Parties.
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The strategy is primarily focused on the national level, i.e. the objectives and measures are the responsibility and interest of 
Central Governmental Authorities. The Action Plan of the Strategy is the State Nature and Landscape Protection Programme 
of the Czech Republic (2009, hereinafter referred to as the State Programme), its update will take place following the selected 
goals of the Strategy by the end of 2017. The State Programme will logically contain specific measures, but even in this case, 
it will concern the achievement of the objectives, especially, at the national level, i.e. through the central authorities of state 
administration. At the same time, the State Programme is focused on a narrower portfolio of activities that are aimed primarily 
at nature conservation in practice. This means that some areas which are partially or fully addressed by the Strategy are left out 
(e.g. chapters  Private Sector, Public Administration, etc.). 

The purpose of the Strategy is, therefore, to provide sufficient background and inspiration for the direction of policies and plans 
to conserve biodiversity created by other types of entities. Above all, it is the local authorities, private bodies and other interest 
groups – in particular the stakeholders in general. In the case of local authorities is relevant in particular the level of counties and 
municipalities with extended competency (MEC). 

The aim of this chapter is to specify an appropriate methodological framework for the harmonisation of regional and local 
concepts with the objectives and measures of the Strategy. Even if the consideration of the Strategy by local authorities is 
entirely voluntary, it is in the general interest, to implement it as broadly as possible; in this direction, this chapter should/could 
bring a positive effect, in particular in the following areas:

i �as an inspiration in the creation of regional and local concepts (focus objectives, measures and, where appropriate, indicators 
for measuring the success of the measures);

i �in ensuring follow-up to the conceptual documents of a higher level;
i �for coordination of activities with neighbouring local authorities;
i �for individual consultations of specific projects with the Central Government.

The following text describes specifically a possible way how should/could regional authorities and municipalities with extended 
competency approach the Strategy. The aim is not to present a specific methodology, which is not possible due to the large 
number and diversity of approaches. Therefore, the identification of the possibility of continuation of the concepts and plans 
on objectives and measures of the Strategy demonstrated on individual examples that illustrate the implementation of selected 
measures.

Possibilities of Strategy Implementation at the 
level of Governments, the Private Sector and 
other Interest Groups
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The management of national parks and nature and landscape protection of the Czech Republic are not, regardless of their 
important role in the protection of nature, included into the enumeration. The first is the need for the harmonisation of their 
activities with the Strategy determined by their mission, and it will also be significantly controlled by the State Programme, 
which will be an Action Plan for the Strategy.

Regional Authority Level

In some countries with a larger area, the individual regions have their own “Regional” Strategies to conserve biodiversity. With 
regard to the size of the Czech Republic, it is not necessary to adopt such specifically targeted documents at the regional 
level. However, in its own way such level is created by regional concepts of nature and landscape conservation updated by 
the Regional Authorities regularly every ten years. The regional authorities shall elect a different structure and detail of these 
documents. Some are concentrated purely on nature conservation, others include a related field (e.g. tourism, sustainable 
development of natural resources). The National Biodiversity Strategy of the Czech Republic for the period 2016-2025 can 
give to the regional authorities the possibility to associate the priorities with the objectives laid down at the national level with 
the objectives that are being established at the regional level through regional concepts or other strategic documents. When 
updating the regional concepts, it can be recommended, following the objectives and measures of the Strategy, to prefer the 
harmonisation of objectives in the Priority Areas 1, 2 and 3. With regard to one of the main objectives of the Strategy – to a 
greater extent integrate biodiversity conservation across all relevant sectors, the aspect of the conservation of biodiversity and 
other strategic documents at regional level should be taken into account.

Another important area, where it is possible to take advantage of specific objectives and measures of the Strategy, are subsidy 
programmes that the regional authorities include within their own budgets. Examples from many regions show that the subsidy 
programmes in the areas of the environment significantly expand the possibilities for implementation of measures to support or 
conserve biodiversity. With this respect, the Strategy can provide, when taking into account regional specificities, an instructional 
framework for the selection of areas of support. 

The following examples (here and in other parts of the chapter) show the types of measures that fully support the implementation 
of the Strategy at the regional level.
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Example  1

Support for biodiversity in the area of Týnčanský kras, funded through 
Central Bohemian Fund for the Environment and Agriculture
Central Bohemian Region within its own programme “Central Bohemian Fund for the Environment and Agriculture” provided a 
subsidy (95% of the total cost) on the implementation of the project called “Promotion of Biodiversity in the Area of Týnčanského 
kras”. The subject of the project were the implementations of two measures to support biodiversity. The first measure has been 
implemented because of the support of competitively weak plants and animals that are bound to a disturbed habitat. Typically, 
these are rare plants bound to limestone steppes, endangered insect species, e.g. butterflies and solitary bees. The area of 
Týnčanský kras has been selected as a place with simultaneous occurrence of these organisms. The involvement of thermophilic 
lawns and the reduction of the supply of habitats for these organisms occur due to the long-term abundance of areas from 
grazing. The disturbance was carried out in two ways. Firstly, during the formation of longitudinal strips with a blade excavator, 
which forms completely exposed sports of the surface, secondly during less intense disruption between these belts, which was 
carried out with the excavator bucket teeth and belts. This created diverse areas, which can be used with a different ecological 
niche organism. It was necessary to conserve the many nests of ants of the genus Myrmica, as there is occurring the wintering 

Vytvoření ploch pro 
organismy s odlišnou 

ekologickou nikou 
foto: dokumentace 

projektu, Krajský úřad 
Středočeského kraje
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of rare species of copper butterflies, who 
are at the sites, during the intervention. It 
was also necessary to take into account the 
occurrence of surface karstic phenomena, 
which are preserved outcrops of rocks and 
limestone pavement (see photos below). 
The second subject of the project was the 
restoration/modification of the cave, which is 
located to the East of the village of Týnčany 
on the Northern slope of the Křemenice 
Hill in Týnčanský kras. The cave is located 
in a rock mound in the middle of fields. 
It is a 12-metre-long fissure cave created 
in crystalline limestones of sedlčansko-
krásnohorský metamorphic islet Breaking 
stone unfortunately harmed the original 
morphology of the cave, which lost part of 
its roof. Therefore, it was freezing in winter. 
To ensure a constant microclimate in the cave, a ceiling was provided and a fly-in entrance was 
created. The ceiling and the entrance to the cave will have a decisive effect on the stabilisation of 
the microclimate of the cave area, and it is very likely that these areas will become winter quarters 
for smaller species of bats who have not used the cave as a hideout during the spring and autumn 
yet. Near this cave (500 and 400 meters) are other caves, which are known as wintering quarters 
for smaller species of bats (e.g. Daubenton’s bat, the brown long-eared bat, the lesser horseshoe 
bat).

Zajištění stálého 
mikroklimatu v jeskyni 
foto: dokumentace 
projektu, Krajský úřad 
Středočeského kraje
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Example  2 

Biodiversity support – the Nový rybník Natural Reserve, financed by the 
subsidy program “Support of Projects and Activities – Nature and the 
Landscape Protection” of the Pilsen Region  
Nový rybník Natural Reserve (NR) (near the village of Líně, near Pilsen) – in the location of originally planned construction of 
production areas and the high speed line the zoning plan was changed from the initiative of the Pilsen Region, the NR was 
declared, where it is intentionally and in the long-term increased biodiversity from the regional budget: 

i �stabilisation of wetland levels, installation and maintenance of artificial islets for seagulls and terns, the construction of the 
ornithological observatory with detailed labels of species; 

i �keeping the flow of water streams into a wetland in a state when the slow flow does not flood out all the nutrients and at the same 
time the area is not too eutrophic. Exposed alluviums are maintained for bogtrotters. 

Undesirable, spontaneously proliferated fish was taken aside to support the submersed vegetation and populations of amphibians. 
The construction of pools and nesting walls for bank swallows are in the stage of preparation in cooperation with NCA CR. The 
support concerns in particular the nesting and migrant species, but, as a priority, Black-headed gull, the Anseriformes, Black-
necked grebe, Common tern, Little ringed plover, Western marsh harrier, 4 types of Acrocephalus, Grasshoppers, Bluethroat 
and others.

The Level of Municipality with Extended Competency

There is more than 200 municipalities with extended competency (MEC) in the Czech Republic. Their methodological guidance 
and local level of competencies takes place, in particular, at the regional level. The quality level of their methodological 
management varies according to region. In some of them there is regular consultation between the competent regional authority 
and the respective municipalities, in others such activity is missing. The role of MEC in nature conservation is, however, essential, 
because it influences the structure and hence biodiversity in so-called open landscape (excluding specially protected areas) 
within its competencies. It concerns mainly the registration and conservation of significant landscape components, defining the 
local level of the zoning system of ecological stability, review of the zoning plans and intentions in the landscape, etc. 

MECs should in their activities inspire, in particular, by regional conceptions of nature and landscape conservation. In the 
framework of the Strategy, the Priorities 2 and 3 are particularly important. 
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Example  1

Activities of municipalities 
with extended competency 
in the Eastern part of the 
South Bohemian Region 
Municipalities with extended competency in South 
Bohemian Region (in particular J. Hradec Municipal 
Office and Dačice Municipal Office Dačice) are 
actively using the NCA CR habitat mapping 
layer, the knowledge of terrain, or consultations 
with specialists on botany and phytosociology. 
In accordance with this, they shall cooperate 
with other municipalities, property owners and 
non-profit organisations, and initiate the care 
for the most important sites taking advantage of 
support from the Landscape Care Programme of 
ME. They inform about significant sites the listed 
entities, they acquaint them with the possibilities 
to obtain the subsidy from the Landscape Care 
Programme, often help them with the preparation 
of applications, communications between 
owners and non-profit organisations, etc. Several 
dozens hectares of the most important habitats, in 
particular, waterlogged and peaty meadows have been managed so far from the finance contributions from the Landscape Care 
Programme.

The Level of Private Entity  

For private entities, the conservation of biodiversity is essentially a voluntary activity, if it does not address it as legal limits in 
its business activities, or their business activities are not linked to the use of natural resources (biotic and abiotic). In case of 
the voluntary activities, it is so-called Corporate Social Responsibility, which consists of three main pillars: economic, social 

Péče o rašelinné louky 
u Kardašovy Řečice,  
foto: P. Hesoun
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and environmental. Unfortunately, the companies have been rather focused on the first two pillars, and if they deal with the 
environmental one, then rather with regard to the quality of water, air, or waste recycling. Biodiversity so far does not stand too 
much in the most important of interests, and some companies are still trying to identify what measures and activities in the 
field of the conservation of biodiversity can be implemented. The planting of trees by the employees in the “green” activities of 
companies, in terms of the conservation of biodiversity, is in the sprout Czech landscape rather counterproductive. Companies 
also often tend to pass the greening of their areas (e.g. around business objects) off as nature conservation, but that is not true. 
There has, therefore, not been completed the space for cooperation between expert entities and companies yet, which clearly 
show the following examples.  

Example  1 

Kozmické ptačí louky 
near Opava – restored 
nature
The beginning of the Kozmické louky 
Project dates back to 2006. The 
implementation itself took place in 
2014. It concerns the creation of 
wetland communities in the Opava 
district. The NET4GAS project was 
co-financed by SEF – Operational 
Programme Environment, Priority Axis 
6, Areas of Support 6.4. Optimisation 
of the landscape water regime in the 
amount of 5.4 million CZK. The investor 
added from his own funds over 4 million 
CZK, in particular, for the purchase of 
land and the designing of the project, 
tenders and the application process. 
The action was carried out in the 
framework of the program “Closer to Nature” (see the following example) and its implementation 
did not bring any economic profit to the investor, on the contrary, the annual maintenance calls 
for other tens of thousands of private funds.  

Kozmické louky u Opavy,  
foto: K. Lísal



129

Example  2 

NET4GAS: Closer to nature
The conservation of nature is not understood only as the fulfilment of legal requirements, but primarily as a question of social 
responsibility by NET4GAS. This principle is based on its activities under the programme NET4GAS Closer to Nature. NET4GAs 
systematically and in a long-term helps projects for which the motto “Closer to Nature” is an important part of sustainable 
development. It is a long-term general partner of the Czech Union for Nature Conservation (ČSOP), which is involved in making 
the natural valuable sites accessible to the public. Often, it concerns places with the appearance of rare or endangered 
species of flora and fauna. They build nature trails, observatories, information boards, or interactive play elements, which 
aim to not only attract the public to nature and entertain, but also to arouse interest in nature conservation and respect for 
it. Additionally, it is a partner of national science competitions, Golden Leaf and Ecological Olympics, which are organised 
by the Association of Young Conservationists, the general partner of the Czech Association of Beleco and the main project 
partner of Our Nature in the publishing of the eponymous magazine. It also supports other organisations in smaller projects. 
The information are from the website www.blizprirode.cz.

Example 3 

Care for the extracted sites – 
HeidelbergCement Group  
Part of the strategy of the HeidelbergCement Group is to care for 
extracted sites. Although each mining company has this obligation 
to the law, the given norm can be fulfilled beyond legislative 
regulations. The company Českomoravský štěrk and Českomoravský 
cement approach the issue of reclamation or revitalisation in a 
modern way. In addition to traditional reclamation procedures, 
which are agricultural or forestry reclamation, in appropriate cases, 
the method of controlled succession is preferred.  This procedure 
represents the support of spontaneously emerging vegetation, its 
fine-tuning and strengthening, in particular, the additional planting 
of native plant species.

An example of such quarry is Mašovice, located on the border of 
the National Park Podyjí. Close proximity of the protected area 

Pískovna Cep II,  
foto: Českomoravský 
cement, a.s. 
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increases the likelihood of spontaneous expansion of plant and animal species, including species at risk. Technical reclamation 
of this quarry was limited only to the security of the slopes and floors. The characteristic face of the quarry with rock walls and 
water surface on the bottom remained preserved, while biological reclamation is aimed at support and additional planting of 
strengthening and fast-growing wood.

Specifically, the model reclamation site via semi-natural recovery represents the mining area of the company Českomoravský 
štěrk called Cep II near Suchdol. There have been marked areas for this type of reclamation since 1998. Those areas were 
subsequently, in the framework of the first year of Quarry Life Award competition, examined and further extended, until an 
actual laboratory of semi-natural reclamation was founded. Currently, thanks to the extra cooperation with the contestants of 
the South Bohemian University, PLA Třeboňsko and other institutions are building the largest area of semi-natural reclamation in 
the Czech Republic. The information are from the website www.heidelbergcement.cz  

Stakeholder Level

The stakeholder is anyone at individual or group level that may or may not have legal entity and may or may not be a public 
institution. It is in other words a voluntary or civic engagement. It can manifest itself as its own activity (nature-friendly behaviour, 
collecting garbage in the woods) or organised activities (e.g. within the land associations). In the case of public organisations, it is 
often their voluntary cooperation on improving the natural environment, which is also in accordance with their purpose (example 
9). In terms of the impact, this group is essentially the most important with regard to the conservation of biodiversity, because 
it is in the general not just about the individuals but about the company and its general approach to nature conservation. Such 
activities can therefore count as well as teaching at all levels of schools, the so-called “Citizen Science”, etc. 

The concept of activities can be very diverse, and the abovementioned examples are just a part of the possible involvement of the 
region centred primarily on the Priorities 1, 2 and 3. 

Example  1

The non-profit organisation “Mokřady – ochrana a management z.s.”
This non-profit organisation brings together people interested in protecting wetland habitats of the Czech Republic. In particular, 
it deals with the practical care, especially in territories that have not been managed in the long-term and sprout waterlogged 
areas in the Vysočina Region. After an agreement with the owners and tenants in those locations, the organisation tries to 
ensure appropriate long-term care or implement measures that will maintain or increase the biological value of the site, or 
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directly support specific target endangered species. It focuses in its activities, in particular, on the issue of the conservation 
of amphibians which are at risk of decrease in suitable habitats for reproduction in the current landscape. In the context of 
amphibians, it is trying to support through the implemented measures, in particular, the most endangered species, such as 
Natterjack toad, European fire-bellied toad , Yellow-bellied toad and Northern crested newt. Unprotected areas, particularly 
waterlogged and humid sites are in the centre of interest. These habitats are missing in today’s intensively used landscape and 
the existing ones cease to exist or disfigure due to the lack of care. It also significantly focuses on awareness-raising activities 
about the importance of wetlands, wetland care and everything else that is associated with them. It annually organises several 
events for the public, which seeks to involve the public into the practical care.  

Example  2

Lifelong learning course “Current Trends in the Nature Conservation”
On the basis of the initiative of the practitioners, the Institute for Environmental Studies of the Faculty of Science, Charles 
University in Prague, organises the course of lifelong learning. The course responds to the long-term absence of ongoing 
vocational training with an emphasis on current trends. The aim is to enable workers to conserve nature and provide systematic 
education with regard to current knowledge to other interested parties and at the same time allow a discussion with leading 
experts on given topics. It is designed for all those interested, from the ranks of professionals and nature conservation volunteers. 
Particularly, it is suitable for nature conservation workers who want to complement their practical experience with theoretical 
knowledge from nature conservation.

Example 3 

Sustainable tourism at Podblanicko  
Podblanicko district is a positive example of the territory with a long-term focus on the sustainable development of the local 
economy and, in particular, to environmentally friendly forms of tourism. It is a systematic approach to the development, in close 
cooperation of nature conservation, local authorities and local small business owners. One of the causes of the involvement of local 
people in the development of sustainable local economy is the long-term continuity of the cultural identity of this community. The 
existence of the PLA here does not raise the usual clashes between tourism and nature conservation – for both sides the landscape 
represents a significant heritage and challenge not only for the sustainable development of tourism. Currently, the Region of the 
Blanik Knights National Geopark develops innovative products of geoturism.

A specific example of such a product is the Roudný Educational Trail, which takes the visitors to the former gold mine in Roudný 
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grounds, a significant geological monument of Podblanicko Region. A number of interesting places has been maintained after 
extraction, which took place both in the Middle Ages, and in the 19th and 20th centuries in the gold mine. There was an educational 
trail going through the gold mine in the past, which was, however, completely non-functional. The trail has been made available for 
all ages, including the location of interactive stops, which guided the movement of visitors after the site.

Example  4 

Public service contract: the land owners and nature conservation in the 
Bohemian Paradise together  

The contract was signed by representatives of the Kinský dal Borgo, a. s., and 
the Agency for Nature and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic, it 
was closed in 2013 for a period of nine years and determines how should 
the land owner farm, if the interests of nature conservation are to be taken 
into account, and at the same time it determines what compensation for 
restrictions on the management belongs to the owner. The land is situated 
in protected landscape area of the Bohemian Paradise, a natural reserve and 
a site of European importance Údolí Plakánek, a site of European importance 
Podtrosecká údolí and a site of European importance Kost.

The land owner is provided exactly what to do - what kind of exact care do 
the protected species need, and at the same time, he/she knows what is the 
compensation for considerate farming – the care must not be loss-making 
for the owner. The natural conservation has a guarantee that the necessary 
care of the area will not change. Rules are laid down in the long term, it is not 
necessary to negotiate them each year. 

For example, the agreement stipulates how many trees per hectare will not 
be felled during extraction in the woods and that there will be a cableway 
used instead of the tractor when timber harvest, it further specifies in which 
places it will be beyond the legal obligation to plant firs, oaks, hornbeams and 
beeches, and it specifies how often it will be necessary to mow the meadows 
and how to protect bats. 

Součástí 
veřejnoprávní 

smlouvy je také 
každoroční 

kosení a další 
péče o lokalitu 

bledule jarní 
v PR a EVL 

Plakánek v I. 
zóně CHKO 

Český ráj, foto: 
Z. Patzelt
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Contact details for the provision of more information and 
any additional communications that support the fulfilment 
of the objectives of the strategy at all levels

The Ministry of the Environment established for the communication in the field of 
implementation of the Strategy a unified e-mail address: biodiverzita@mzp.cz.

It is possible to ask at this address for more detailed information about how 
the Strategy and its objectives, targets and goals shall be implemented at the 
abovementioned levels. The Ministry of the Environment will also create an 
internal database where different entities (authorities, companies, stakeholders) 
can register in the form of sending of basic contact information (name, address, 
contact person, phone, email) to the abovementioned e-mail address. The 
advantage of a voluntary registration will be the reception of news from the 
Ministry of the Environment in the field of the implementation of the measures of 
the Strategy and the use of different supporting financial instruments.
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