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Brussels From Above, Ultrich Beinert. Belgium



Source: Falchi et al. (Science Advances, 2016)

83% of people live under a polluted sky
99% in Europe and North America

Light pollution is a global issue….



….it is 
growing, 
globally...

Source: Sanchez de Miguel  et al. (Remote Sensing, 2021)

49% globally

400% in some 
regions

Over past 25 years



….and 
impacts.
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WHAT IS  L IGHT POLLUTION?



skyglow

LA Skyglow from Malibu, Harun Mehmedinovic Gavin Heffernan skyglowproject.com

http://skyglowproject.com/


spill light

London Street Scene, Megan Eaves



glare

Little Blue Penguin, Damien McNamara 



Grubisic et al. (2019). Sustainability 11:6400. Hölker SLL Light Lines 15(3):12-13



“How do we maximize the benefits of outdoor light 

at night while simultaneously limiting its costs in 

environmental and financial terms?”
Gaston



IDA-IES

Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting

useful targeted intensity controlled color

Start with natural darkness,

add light only where it is needed.



OPPORTUNITY TO ACT,  NOW

Recognize Artificial 
Light At Night as 
an environmental 
pollutant.

Include light 
pollution in the 
enforcement of 
existing European 
Law legislation,

Promote the 
development of 
best practices to 
mitigate light 
pollution,







Daan Roosegaarde, https://www.studioroosegaarde.net/
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